[Primary coronary angioplasty as early reperfusion treatment of acute myocardial infarction].
Between March 1990 and July 1993, 21 patients with an evolving acute myocardial infarction were treated with coronary angioplasty after 2-9 hours of chest pain (mean 3.9). Thirteen had a clinically and electrocardiographically large infarction, including 3 in cardiogenic shock. The dilated arteries were the left anterior descending in 14, the left circumflex in 4 and right coronary artery in 3 patients. With angioplasty successful reperfusion of the infarct area was obtained in 18 patients (86%). The procedure was well tolerated by most patients and the in-hospital mortality rate was 5%.